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We are delighted to welcome you to St Chrysostom’s Church as together 
we celebrate and thank God for Alan’s life and pray for the repose of his 
soul.  
 
Alan gave so much to our Church and its people. He loved being here, and 
he was greatly loved among us. It is a privilege and a joy to welcome Alan’s 
friends and family among us. All of us come with so many memories, so 
many stories to share, so many lovely moments to treasure. May this time 
be a treasured time too. 
 
St Chrysostom’s is a welcoming and inclusive church. Alan was especially 
keen to emphasize that and took a leading role, not least as  
churchwarden, in ensuring that it was so. Everyone regardless of level of 
belief, sexuality, age, culture or outlook, is welcome here. You are 
welcome. 
 
We are aware that some people have travelled great distances to be here, 
they are particularly welcome. 
 
Alan gave guidance on what he would like to happen following his death. 
He did not wish to have a funeral service, and wished to be cremated 
privately. He did ask that a Thanksgiving Mass be held at St Chrysostom’s 
and he discussed this with Fr Ian. It was his hope that the church would 
come together and celebrate in its distinctive style, welcoming all who 
wished to be there. It was to be a celebration together. That is what we do 
today. 
 
Alan asked that no tributes to him be given at the Mass. Instead we have 
gathered written memories which people have kindly submitted, and they 
are in a booklet available at the Mass. The booklet will also be posted on 
the church’s blog where others can also add comments. 
 
Towards the end of the Mass those who wish will be invited to say a 
personal sentence about Alan out loud (a tradition here at St C’s), and 
then the Song of Farewell will be sung. 
 
In the order of service you will find notes to help participation. 
Unfortunately, current regulations require masks to be worn, however do 
please sing up and enter into the thanksgiving as much as you can. 
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The Angelus is a special feature of our worship here at St Chrysostom’s. 
Alan loved to encourage participation and was always active in bringing 
children forward for it, and frequently rang the bell which accompanies it. 
Towards the end of his life he had an app on his phone to remind him to 
say the Angelus, and on the day of his death Fr Ian prayed it with him. 
 
It is our custom to stand and face Our Lady’s statue for the Angelus. 
 
The angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary                                                    
and she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Hail Mary full of grace the Lord is with thee, blessed art thou amongst 
women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus                                                  
Holy Mary Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 
death. Amen.                                                                                                                        
 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord.         
Be it unto me according to thy word 
Hail Mary…         Holy Mary.... 
 
And the word was made flesh               
and dwelt among us                                  
Hail Mary…          Holy Mary ...                                                     
 
Pray for us O Holy Mother of God  
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 
Let us pray 
We beseech thee O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts that, as we have 
known the incarnation of thy son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, 
so by his cross  and passion we may be brought into the glory of his 
resurrection; through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine, and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that free us: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 
 
The priest greets the people saying: 
Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The God of glory be with you.   
And also with you. 
 
The Mass is introduced and we are invited to confess our sin. 
 
In a dark and disfigured world  
We have not held out the light of life. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
In a hungry and despairing world 
We have failed to share our bread, 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
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In a cold and loveless world 
We have failed to be welcoming and kept the love of God to ourselves:  
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
May Almighty God have mercy on us forgive us our sins,  
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
Let us pray, giving thanks for Alan (Silence) 
 
Loving and merciful God, we thank you  
for Alan, our friend and brother. 
We pray that his good example 
may encourage and guide us 
all the days of our life; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Who lives and reigns with you 
And the Holy Spirit, 
Now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Sit 
 
A Reading from Psalm 143 (at Alan’s request)  
 
Answer me quickly, O Lord; 
   my spirit fails. 
Do not hide your face from me, 
   or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit. 
Let me hear of your steadfast love in the morning, 
   for in you I put my trust. 
Teach me the way I should go, 
   for to you I lift up my soul. 
 
Save me, O Lord, from my enemies; 
   I have fled to you for refuge. 
Teach me to do your will, 
   for you are my God. 
Let your good spirit lead me on a level path. 
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For your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve my life. 
   In your righteousness bring me out of trouble. 
In your steadfast love cut off my enemies, 
   and destroy all my adversaries, 
   for I am your servant. 
 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The organ introduces and all stand 
Alleluia Alleluia Alleluia  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 
so that where I am, there you may be also. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The organ introduces 
Alleluia Alleluia Alleluia  
 
The Address: The Revd Canon Ian Gomersall  
 
 
THE PRAYERS  
led by members of St Chrysostom’s congregation 
during which the response to  Lord in your mercy is hear our prayer. 
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THE PEACE 
Jesus said: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid.  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you  
We bow to those around us as a sign of peace. 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY  
The altar is prepared. 
 (No collection is taken, see note at the end of this booklet) 
 
Flowers will be brought forward. Ann has arranged the flowers today for 
Alan, who was especially fond of her arrangements. ‘Ann’s flowers are our 
incense of prayer’ he wrote. During this Dominic plays the tune of ‘Bring 
flowers of the rarest’ which Alan chose as a particular tribute to Ann, and 
to his native country of Ireland. 
 
We remain seated, standing as the thurifer approaches the people. It is our 
custom to bow to the thurifer as the thurifer bows to us before and after 
the censing of the people. 
 
 
THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
The priest continues with the preface of the Eucharistic prayer, which 
concludes: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
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Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The prayer continues 
 
The words Jesus himself said at the Last Supper are said. Christ is truly 
present among us. Bells sound at this great and solemn moment, and 
many choose to make the sign of the cross at this moment.  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith 
Christ has died, 
Christ is Risen, 
Christ will come again. 
 
At the end of the prayer all firmly say   AMEN 
 
Kneel or sit 
 
The Priest introduces the Lord's Prayer, we pray in our first languages 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF BREAD 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; grant us peace. 
 
 
THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
This is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.  
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
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As Communion is prepared Sheila plays Bach/Gounod Ave Maria  
 
At St Chrysostom’s everybody is invited to receive Communion. In current 
circumstances Communion is in one kind only (The Body of Christ – the 
consecrated bread). You will be invited by a steward to come forward if 
you wish, from the back first.    
 
During Communion Kenson plays the Introit from Verdi’s Requiem. 
 
Heavenly Father, 
in your Son Jesus Christ 
you have given us a true faith and a sure hope. 
Strengthen this faith and hope in us all our days, 
that we may live as those who believe in 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins 
and the resurrection to eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
THE ACT OF THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER FOR ALAN 
 
Fr Ian invites those present to share a sentence or two about Alan, if they 
wish. 
 
Fr Paul sings the song of Farewell. We may like to join in the chorus 
 
May the choirs of angels come to greet you. 
May they speed you to paradise. 
May the Lord enfold you in His mercy. 
May you find eternal life. 
 
May the choirs of angels come to greet you. 
May they speed you to paradise. 
May the Lord enfold you in His mercy. 
May you find eternal life. 
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The Lord is my light and my help; 
It is he who protects me from harm. 
The Lord is the strength of my days; 
Before whom should I tremble with fear? 
 
May the choirs of angels come to greet you… 
 
There is one thing I ask of the Lord; 
That He grant me my heartfelt desire. 
To dwell in the courts of our God 
Everyday of my life in His presence. 
 
May the choirs of angels come to greet you… 
 
God our creator and redeemer,   
we thank you for making each one of us in your image 
and giving us gifts in body, mind and spirit. 
We thank you now as we celebrate Alan’s life.  
We thank you for all that he has given each of us, 
and for all that he has given to our world, 
encourage us to be strengthened by Alan’s example. 
We praise you for your goodness to Alan and us all, 
now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 
Short notices are given. 
 
 
The God of glory be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
May Christ our King comfort and strengthen you, and may the blessing of 
God, Eternal Wisdom, Creating Love and Comforting Grace, be now and 
always with you. Amen 
 
The Mass is now ended. We go in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
Refrain: 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 
 
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. Refrain 
 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. Refrain 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
You are welcome to keep this order of service.  
After the Mass food is served in Church and we encourage everyone to 
greet one another and share memories and thoughts of Alan. 
 
We invite donations to further the work of our ‘Bakhita Project’ founded 
here at St Chrysostom’s by Alan, initially to supported trafficked people 
the project has extended to include support for the homeless and those in 
need in this area of significant deprivation. If possible we ask for donations 
to be given through the card reader. We intend to have a plaque placed in 
church to remember Alan. 
 
(PS! Alan loved, and was personally very enthusiastic, about the quirky, 
inclusive and liberal Anglo Catholic style at St C’s and actively searched for 
items to enhance it. He was on the lookout, before he died, for a 
‘funghellino’ (He had to explain – even to the priests- what it was!) If you’d 
like to know more, or would even like to take up Alan’s work to provide 
one, have a word with Fr Ian, Fr Chris or Kenson!) 


