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Fr Ian writes 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Over the last few weeks I have been aware of how many people of 
our church, or people with whom we have connection, are carrying 
great burdens. Among us are those suffering from abuse, those 
coping with serious illness of family members, threat of deportation, 
bereavement, mental health issues and more. I am often humbled 
by the courage and faith in the future which such people show. I am 
encouraged too by how many say they value the prayers and 
support of our church. 
 
Our church …. That’s you and me. We all have a role in praying, in 
being there for others, being a part of our fellowship. Our welcome, 
our acceptance, our regular worship are clearly a support to so 
many, and we all have times when we value this. 
 
Advent begins the church’s year of telling the story of our Christian 
faith. As together we begin this new year I encourage us all to be 
aware of our own individual parts in prayer for, and encouragement 
of, others. I encourage us all to celebrate our commitment to St 
Chrysostom’s. Do come along regularly to church, week by week if 
you can – and even during the week if you are able. In this way you 
strengthen, enrich and support our Christian fellowship, help others 
and in doing so you too receive. 
 
May God bless us all with a holy Advent and a Happy Christmas. 
 
With my prayers and best wishes, 
 

Ian 
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NOTICE BOARD AND DIARY DATES 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday: Parish Mass at 11am  Vespers at 5pm 
6.30pm Choral Evensong (in University term time) 
Weekdays at 5pm: Monday and Friday, Vespers, Tuesday to 
Thursday Mass. 
Sunday Mass is our main act of worship and we invite all to attend 
and be a part, week by week. If for some reason you can’t make a 
Sunday then there is, of course, weekday worship. 
 
November 
Sunday November 22nd Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King 
11am Sung Mass   
5pm Sanctuary Benediction, a quiet reflective service of prayer with 
Benediction and the laying on of hands with prayer. 
 
Thursday 26th November 7.30pm Justice and Peace group at Church. 
Revd Peter O’Brien, Chaplain of St Ann’s Hospice leads our 
discussion of ‘Assisted Dying’ all are welcome. 
 
Sunday 29th November Advent Sunday 
5pm Open Table – Informal Mass for all, with a special welcome to 
LGBTQ+ friends 
6.30pm Special Choral service of readings and music for Advent 
 
December 
Wednesday 2nd December 7pm Rorate Mass ( a beautiful Advent 
Mass by candle light, with plainsong), lasts about 35 minutes 
followed by refreshments and at 8pm the first meeting of the newly 
re-formed Rosary group 
 
Thursday 3rd December 4.30pm Silent Prayer in Church followed by 
5pm Mass (and each Thursday in Advent) 
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Saturday 5th December 7pm Candlelit dinner in church with music. 
£10. For church funds. All welcome. 
Thursday 10th December 4.30pm Silent Prayer followed by 5pm 
Mass 
 
Friday 11th December 4-5pm Carroll’s Music Club Concert – a special 
informal concert for all put on by children and tutors of Carroll’s 
Music Club at our church schools. 
 
Sunday 13th December 6pm Victoria Park Carol Service 
 
Monday 14th December 2pm St Chrysostom’s School Christmas 
gathering at Church 
 
Wednesday 16th December 7.30pm Choir Christmas Concert  
 
Thursday 17th December. Feast of St Olympias  4.30pm Silent Prayer 
followed by Mass at 5pm. 
 
Friday 18th December 9am St John’s School Wintertime gathering at 
Church 
 
Sunday 20th December 4pm All age Christmas Crafts and singing and 
(at 5pm) Christingle  
 
Confessions before Christmas: Tuesday 22nd December 5.30pm (Fr 
Chris Hartley)  Thursday 24th December 10am (Canon Ian Gomersall) 
 
Christmas Eve 24th December 7.30pm First Mass of Christmas (our 
‘Midnight’ Mass, early so that all who wish can easily attend) 
 
Christmas Day 25th December  11am Mass of Christmas Day 
 
Between Christmas Day and Epiphany no 5pm weekday services. 
Except Tuesday 29th December 5pm Mass 
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Sunday 27th December Feast of the Holy Family 
5pm Open Table – Informal Mass for all, with a special welcome to 
LGBTQ+ friends 
 
Wednesday 30th December 7.30pm Church Christmas Meal at the 
Toby Carvery, Heaton Chapel, all welcome. 
 
Friday 1st January New Year’s Day (Naming of Jesus) 
12 Noon Angelus and Mass 
 
Sunday 3rd January The Feast of the Epiphany 
11am Solemn Mass 
5pm Benediction and 12th Night Party, all welcome 
 
Monday 4th January weekday worship at 5pm resumes as usual. 
 

 
Advent Fair 
Each year after Mass on Advent Sunday we hold our Advent Fair. 
There are stalls of home produce, books, religious items, bric a brac 
and more.. and a simple lunch. Come along, enjoy yourself, and buy 
something different. All proceeds, as usual for church funds. 
 
Rosary Group 
Paul Pritchard is starting a Rosary Group. First meeting  Wednesday 
2nd December after the lovely Advent Rorate Mass at 7pm. Paul will 
give guidance on how to say the rosary and the group will work out 
their programme.  We are so grateful to Hannah Merrill who bought 
lots of rosaries which she has given to Church, while she was on 
pilgrimage recently to the Holy Land. We are looking for a special 
box or tin to put them in. Have you one you could give? 
 
A candlelit supper in Church 
A special event being arranged by Fliss and others this Advent will 
be supper by candle light in Church on Saturday 5th December. 
Tickets £10.  
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Carroll’s Music Club Children’s Concert 
The Olympias Music Foundation (OMF), a partnership of church and 
a group of RNCM students is a wonderful initiative which has just 
got going recently encouraging music in our schools and homes. The 
RNCM students are teaching some children in the schools to play 
flute, keyboard and violin. This is known to the children as ‘Carroll’s 
Music Club’. The OMF loans the children the instruments for the 
duration of their lessons.  
Carroll’s Music Club – children and tutors are putting on a special 
Christmas theme fun concert on Friday December 11th at Church 
from 4-5pm. Come along if you can and support this lovely venture. 
 
Victoria Park Carol Service 
Our annual Carol Service for all the local community is at 6pm on 
13th December. This year we are hoping to encourage even greater 
community involvement. Make a note of the date, and we 
encourage everyone to invite people along. It’s a special evening. 
 
Christmas Concert 
Our student Evensong Choir work hard in term time to add Choral 
Evensong to our worship schedule. Never forget they are part of us 
at St C’s and come along on December 16th at 7.30opm for their 
Christmas Concert. The quality of the music will be ,we are sure 
outstanding. 
 
Craft and Christingle 
Once again we are having an informal time of activities, music and 
Christingle for all ages. This year it starts at 4pm on Decmeber 2oth. 
See you there! 
 
Nativity paintings 
During Advent Sandra and Mycah are arranging for a different image 
of the nativity to be posted in our church facebook group each day. 
Have you a favourite, or unusual, painting or image you like. Let 
Sandra or Mycah know. 
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Advent Posada 
During Advent our small knitted figures of Mary, Joseph and their 
donkey journey towards Church, stopping off in a huge variety of 
places in the area – and sometimes further afield. Would you like to 
host a visit at your home, or go on a visit? We’d love lots to be 
involved. Interested? Speak to Fr Ian or to Mycah or Kate. 
 
What’s the donkey’s name? Each year we vote for the name. This 
year the poll will open on the church blog in mid November and you 
can vote for one of three names: Cocoa, Henry and Hannah. Why 
those names? Find out in the blog post! 
 
Christmas Appeal 
We’re appealing this year for warm men’s socks, as well as hats, 
scarves and gloves for the vulnerable of Manchester. You can leave 
your gift for the appeal in the special box at Church. The appeal 
closes aftyer the Carol Service in order for us to have time to 
distribute the gifts to the homeless and to Cornerstone. 
 
Regular Giving to Your Church 
We believe St Chrysostom’s is a fantastic church to be part of. To 
maintain our work and outreach, as well as maintaining the building, 
we need regular giving from people. Some people give directly by 
standing order from their bank account, that’s a great way to give 
and gives church a regular amount each month. Some regularly  give 
through our monthly envelope scheme. They decide how much to 
give each week and put that in an envelope then bring the 
envelopes to church when they come. Did you know that on 
average in weekly giving Church of England members give £7 / week 
to their church. Why not use that as a guide to how much you will 
give. Regular giving envelopes for 2016 for your giving are available 
in Church from the beginning of Advent. 
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CONTACT 
 

Church Office  0161 225 2550 
It is recommended that non urgent messages for the clergy are left 
on the answerphone on this number. Message to any of the 
following can be e mailed to office@stchrysostoms.co.uk with ‘for 
the attention of’ as the subject of the e mail 
 
Church Council Officers 
Church Treasurer – Edward Moss 07764 331 527 
Church Secretary – Sandra Palmer 0161 248 7605 
 
Churchwardens 
Andrew Omokaro   07882 958660 
Desmond Ward  0161 431 5445 
 
Clergy 
Canon Ian Gomersall  07711 670225 
Mtr Kim Wasey  07944 155772 
Fr Chris Hartley  0161 232 0644 
 
Parish Assistant     Kate O’Sullivan     07854598269 
 
Parish Volunteer    Mycah McNett    07402287654 
 
Church website:  www.stchrysostoms.co.uk 
Church blog:  www.ourchurchblog.co.uk 
 
Church is open each Monday and Wednesday afternoon 2-5pm and 
at other times too. Requests for baptism, Wedding etc are usually 
made on Wednesday afternoons. 
 
Confessions are heard after weekday Mass or by arrangement. 
 


