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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
Love's redeeming work is done, 
fought the fight, the battle won. 
Lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er! 
Lo, he sets in blood no more! 
 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal! 
Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
death in vain forbids him rise; 
Christ has opened paradise.  
 
Lives again our victorious King; 
where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Dying once, he all doth save; 
where thy victory, O grave? 
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, 
following our exalted Head; 
made like him, like him we rise, 
ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to thee by both be given: 
thee we greet triumphant now; 
hail, the Resurrection thou! 
 
 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son  
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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The celebration is introduced 
 
We are invited to confess our sin. 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
We are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy 
 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
We are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy 
 
May Almighty God have mercy on us forgive us our sins,  
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ,  
only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand  

of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
The Collect. 
 
Sit 
 

FIRST READING                1 Peter 1. 3-9       Reader: Mr Andrew Dalby 

 
At the end: 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Pleasant are thy courts above 
in the land of light and love; 
pleasant are thy courts below 
in this land of sin and woe: 
O my spirit longs and faints 
for the converse of thy saints, 
for the brightness of thy face, 
for thy fullness, God of grace. 
 
Happy birds that sing and fly 
round thy altars, O Most High; 
happier souls that find a rest 
in a heavenly Father's breast: 
like the wandering dove, that found 
no repose on earth around, 
they can to their ark repair, 
and enjoy it ever there. 
 
 



 - 6 - 

Happy souls, their praises flow 
even in this vale of woe; 
waters in the desert rise, 
manna feeds them from the skies; 
on they go from strength to strength, 
till they reach thy throne at length, 
at thy feet adoring fall, 
who hast led them safe through all. 
 
Lord, be mine this prize to win, 
guide me through a world of sin, 
keep me by thy saving grace, 
give me at thy side a place; 
Sun and Shield alike thou art, 
guide and guard my erring heart; 
grace and glory flow from thee; 
shower, O shower them, Lord, on me. 
 
 

GOSPEL READING                    John 20. 1-9 Reader: Bishop Stephen Venner  

 
The organ introduces  
Alleluia Alleluia Alleluia Alleuia 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end: 
This is the Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
The organ introduces 
Alleluia Alleluia Alleluia Alleluia 
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The Sermon: Fr Nicholas Roberts 
 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  

 
During which may be used 
Lord in your mercy                        Hear our prayer 
 
Hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed art thou 
amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus.  
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour 
of our death. Amen. 
 
At the end 
Merciful God 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 
 

THE PEACE 

 
We are the body of Christ. 
By one Spirit we were baptized into one body. 
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
We are bound by the love of Christ. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace 
 
We shake hands with those around us as a sign of peace. 
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THE OFFERTORY  

 
A collection is taken for anyone who wishes to make a donation in 
memory of Mark. 
 
There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea; 
there's a kindness in his justice, 
which is more than liberty. 
 
There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heaven; 
there is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgment given. 
 
For the love of God is broader 
than the measure of man's mind. 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
 
But we make his love too narrow 
by false limits of our own; 
and we magnify its strictness 
with a zeal he will not own. 
 
There is plentiful redemption 
in the blood that has been shed; 
there is joy for all the members 
in the sorrows of the Head. 
 
There is grace enough for thousands 
Of new worlds as great as this; 
There is room for fresh creations 
In that upper home of bliss. 
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If our love were but more simple, 
we should take him at his word: 
and our lives would be all gladness 
in the joy of Christ our Lord. 
  
Pray friends that this sacrifice, which is both yours and mine, may be 
acceptable to God the almighty Father 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
For the praise and glory of his name, 
For our good, and the good of all his Church. 
 
The Priest says the Prayer over the Gifts. 
 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
The Priest continues, during which  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The mystery of faith 
Christ has died: Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
At the end of the prayer all firmly say   AMEN 
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Kneel or sit 
 
The Priest introduces the Lord's Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE BREAKING OF BREAD 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;  

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;  

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; 

grant us peace. 
 

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 
This  is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the 
world.Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
All who wish to receive the Sacrament, approach the ministers of 
Communion.  Anyone is welcome to come forward for a blessing. 
 
Towards the end of communion, the following may be sung: 
 
Soul of my Saviour, sanctify my breast, 
body of Christ, be thou my saving guest, 
blood of my Saviour, bathe me in thy tide, 
wash me with water flowing from thy side. 
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Strength and protection may thy passion be, 
0 blessed Jesus, hear and answer me; 
deep in thy wounds, Lord, hide and shelter me, 
so shall I never, never part from thee. 
  
Guard and defend me from the foe malign, 
in death's dread moments make me only thine; 
call me and bid me come to thee on high 
where I may praise thee with thy saints for ay. 
 
Silence 
 
A priest says the Post Communion prayer: 
Let us pray.   Lord God, your Son Jesus Christ gave us the sacrament 
of his body and blood to guide us on our pilgrim way to your 
kingdom.   May our brother Mark, who shared in the eucharist, 
rejoice at the banquet of life Christ has prepared for us.   We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 
 
The priest stands before the Easter Candle and says: 
 
 
As we celebrate the joy of Christ’s Resurrection  
let us pray for our brother Mark.   
 
The Song Of Farewell: 
 
During which the following refrain is sung which all repeat  
 
May the choirs of angels come to greet you.  
May they speed you to paradise. 
May the Lord enfold you in his mercy. 
May you find eternal life. 
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1. The Lord is my light and my help;  
it is he who protects me from harm. 
The Lord is the strength of my days;  
before whom should I tremble with fear? 
May the choir of angels… 
 
2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord;  
that he grant me my heart-felt desire. 
To dwell in the courts of our God  
every day of my life in his presence. 
May the choir of angels… 
 
3. I am sure I shall see the Lord's goodness;  
I shall dwell in the land of the living. 
Hope in God, stand firm and take heart, 
place all your trust in the Lord. 
May the choir of angels… 
 
 
The priest moves to before the Easter Candle and says: 
 
Mark, our companion in faith and brother in Christ, 
we entrust you to God who created you. 
May you abide with him who formed you from the dust of the earth. 
May the angels and the saints greet you 
May Christ, who was crucified for you, 
draw you into his kingdom. 
May Christ, the Good Shepherd, 
grant you a place within his flock. 
May he forgive you your sins 
and keep you among his people. 
May you see your Redeemer face to face 
and delight in the vision of God for ever.     Amen. 
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As with gladness men of old 
did the guiding star behold; 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious Lord, may we 
evermore be led to thee. 
 
Holy Jesus! every day 
keep us in the narrow way; 
and, when earthly things are past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, 
where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 
In the heavenly country bright, 
need they no created light; 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
thou its sun which goes not down; 
there forever may we sing 
alleluias to our King. 
 
 

THE BLESSING                 Given by Bishop Mark, Bishop of Middleton                            

 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 
God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open 
to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.   Amen. 
God the Son, who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory, 
give you joy as you share the Easter faith.   Amen. 
God the Holy Spirit, whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples, 
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.   Amen. 
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And the blessing of God almighty, + the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.   Amen. 
 
Go in the Peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Regina Coeli 
 
The organ introduces and all sing 
 
Joy to thee O Queen of Heaven, Alleluia! 
He whom thou wast meet to bear, Alleluia! 
As he promised hath arisen. Alleluia! 
Pour for us to him, thy prayer. Alleluia! 
 
Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, Alleluia 
For the Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia 
 
O God who by the resurrection of thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, hast 
brought joy to the whole world; grant, we pray, that through his 
Mother, the virgin Mary, we may obtain the joys of everlasting life. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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